DEFINITIONS

For 

Assessment Instrument

1. ELL:
English Language Learners (TEA) (Needs Assessment Design, p. 2)
2. English Language Learners:

Students enrolled in U.S. schools that speak a language other than English and haven't yet mastered English. They are also known as limited-English-proficient students. They are either immigrants or children born in the United States. Each state has a different way of ascertaining whether a child is an English-language learner. Usually such students receive bilingual education or English-as-a-second-language services. (http://www.edweek.org/context/glossary/glossterm.cfm?glossid=131 ) (Needs Assessment Design, p.2)
3. ESL:
English as a Second language (http://earthrenewal.org/secondlang.htm ) (p. 2)
4. English as a Second Language:

English as a Second language (ESL) is an educational approach in which English language learners are instructed in the use of the English language. Their instruction is based on a special curriculum that typically involves little or no use of the native language, focuses on language (as opposed to content) and is usually taught during specific school periods. For the rest of the school day, students may be placed in mainstream classrooms, an immersion program, or a bilingual education program. Every bilingual education program has an ESL component (U.S. General Accounting Office, 1994). (p. 2)
5. LEP:



Limited English Proficiency (TEA - Texas Administrative Code). (p. 2)

6. Limited English Proficiency: 
These are students identified as limited English proficient by the Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) according to criteria established in the Texas Administrative Code (TEA). (p. 2)
7. Balanced Literacy:
a comprehensive literacy program that combines teacher-directed instruction and student-centered activities. It involves a balance of phonics and whole language and incorporating literature to deliver instruction. (Cooper, 2003) (p. 2,6,14,)
8. Cooperative Learning:

cooperative learning takes place when students work together in the same place on a structured project in a small group. Mixed-skill groups can be especially helpful to students in developing their social abilities. (http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/concept2class/coopcollab/index.html ) (p. 2,6)
9. Dual Language:
Also known as two-way immersion or two-way bilingual education, these programs are designed to serve both language minority and language majority students concurrently. Two language groups are put together and instruction is delivered through both languages. For example, in the US, native English-speakers might learn Spanish as a foreign language while continuing to develop their English literacy skills and Spanish-speaking ELLs learn English while developing literacy in Spanish. The goals of the program are for both groups to become biliterate, succeed academically, and develop cross-cultural understanding (Howard, 2001). (p. 2,4, 6)
10. English Immersion:
an English language acquisition process for young children in which nearly all classroom instruction is in English, but the curriculum and presentation is designed for children who are learning the language. (California Secretary of State, 1998) (p. 4, 6 )
11. Language Assessment:

the measuring of language fluency through assessment tools such as commercially designed language assessment instruments, teacher observations using a rating scale, and informal observation of student’s behaviors. Provides appropriated bilingual/ESL program placement, diagnosis of language strengths and weaknesses and detects systematic errors in language. (http://coe.sdsu.edu/people/jmora/LangAssessmtMMdl/default.htm (p. 6)
12. Language Development:

a basic writing system, conventions for spelling, punctuation, word-space, capitalization, hyphenation, and writing of loan words, conventions for place names and personal names that are compatible with national conventions, appropriate technical terms (metalanguage) to talk about these features of language, a dictionary to standardize spellings and use of terms, a grammar of the language including appropriate technical jargon to talk about the language (LinguaLinks Library, Version 4.0, published on CD-ROM by SIL International, 1999.) (p. 6)
13. Maintenance Bilingual:
 is a program that uses two languages ­-- the student's primary language and English -- as the means of instruction. The instruction builds upon the student's primary language skills and develops and expands the English language skills of each student to enable him or her to achieve competency in both languages (U.S. General Accounting Office, 1994). (p. 3, 5)
14. Multicultural:
is a philosophical concept built on the ideals of freedom, justice, equality, equity, and human dignity. It affirms our need to prepare students for their responsibilities in an interdependent world. It recognizes the role schools can play in developing the attitudes, behaviors, skills and values necessary for participation in a democratic society. It values cultural differences and affirms the pluralism that students, their communities, and teachers reflect. It challenges all forms of discrimination in schools and society through the promotion of democratic principles of social justice, equity and inclusion. Multicultural education is a process that permeates all aspects of school practices, policies and organization as a means to ensure the highest levels of academic achievement for all students. It helps students develop a positive self-concept by providing knowledge about the histories, cultures, and contributions of diverse groups. It prepares all students to work actively toward a more just and inclusive community and society. It provides a participatory learning environment that fosters respect and care for each other. It builds a community of inclusiveness (Watershed School, 2004 - http://www.watershedschool.org/ ) (p. 6)
15. Thematic Instruction:
Thematic instruction is the organization of a curriculum around macro "themes." Thematic instruction integrates basic disciplines like reading, math, and science with the exploration of a broad subject, such as communities, rain forests, river basins, the use of energy, and so on.  Thematic instruction is based on the idea that people acquire knowledge best when learning in the context of a coherent "whole," and when they can connect what they're learning to the real world. Thematic instruction seeks to put the teaching of cognitive skills such as reading, mathematics, science, and writing in the context of a real-world subject that is both specific enough to be practical, and broad enough to allow creative exploration (http://www.schoolwisepress.com/smart/dict/dict.html ) (p. 6)
16. Transition Bilingual:
an instructional program in which subjects are taught through two languages--English and the native language of the English language learners -- and English is taught as a second language. English language skills, grade promotion and graduation requirements are emphasized and L1 is used as a tool to learn content. The primary purpose of these programs is to facilitate the LEP student's transition to an all-English instructional environment while receiving academic subject instruction in the native language to the extent necessary. As proficiency in English increases, instruction through L1 decreases. Transitional bilingual education programs vary in the amount of native language instruction provided and the duration of the program (U.S. General Accounting Office, 1994). (p. 6)
17. Tutoring:

one-on-one approach to teaching or reteaching concepts. May be done by teachers, peers(other students) or professional tutors. (http://glossary.plasmalink.com/glossary.html#digits)  (p. 6)
18. Vertical/Horizontal Team Planning:
members of a school community planning together through same grade levels and across different grade levels in all areas of curriculum in order to increase student success. (http://tea.state.tx.us/tsss/cast.pdf) (p. 6)
19. Bilingualism:
the ability to use two languages. People may become bilingual either by acquiring two languages at the same time in childhood or by learning a second language sometime after acquiring their first language.(http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/expert/glossary.html) (p. 7,8,and 9)
20.  Bilingual Education
the use of two or more languages for instruction. Students in most bilingual classes or programs are those who have not acquired full use of the English language, so they are taught academic content in their native language while continuing to learn English. (http://ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.4247f922ca8c9ecc8c2a9410d3108a0c/) (p.7,8,9)
21.  Research Practice
the act of habitually searching for programs through close careful study. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p.7,8,9)
22.  Grade Level Implementation
to put into practical effect at a school's accepted level of standards. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 7,8)
23.  District-wide Training
implemented training for all school district employees. (TEA) (p. 7)
24.  Sufficient and appropriate funds
monies that are suitable and adequate for educational purposes. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 7)
25.  Visibility of bilingual programs
clear exposure of a bilingual program to the public. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 7,8,9)
26. Bilingual/ESL Certified Educators:
educators who have been provided a teaching certificate appropriate for bilingual education instruction by the State Board for Educator Certification. In order to be issued this certificate, the teacher must possess a speaking, reading, and writing ability in a language other than English in which bilingual education programs are offered and who meet the general requirements of Chapter 21 of the Texas Education Code. (TEC 21.061) (p. 7,9)
27.  Identify, secure and mobilize resources
to determine and obtain possession of funds for educational purposes. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 7,8,10)
28.  TEA
Texas Education Agency (p. 7,8,9)
29.  NCLB
No Child Left Behind. (p. 7,8,9)
30.  No Child Left Behind Act
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 is the most recent reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education act of 1965. The act contains the President's four basic education reform principles; stronger accountability for results, increased flexibility and local control, expanded options for parents, and an emphasis on teaching methods based on scientifically-based research. (http://www.nochildleftbehind.gov) (p.7,8,9)
31.  Second Language Acquisition:

the process of acquiring a second language through a process. (http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/expert/glossary.html) (p. 7,8,9)
32. Second Language Development:
This term is used in several ways and can refer to 1) the second language learned chronologically, 2) a language other than the native language, 3) the weaker language, or 4) the less frequently used language. Second language may also be used to refer to third and further learned languages (Harris & Hodges, 1995). (p. 8,9)
33.  Title III

under the No Child Left Behind Act, Title III consolidates the 13 bilingual and immigrant education programs formerly entitled by Title VII of the Improving America's Schools Act of 1994 into a state formula program with increased flexibility and accountability. (http://www.ed.gov) (p. 8)
34. Professional Development: Inservice + conferences:
experiences, such as attending conferences, workshops, and classes that help a school staff reach specific goals.(http://www.schoolwisepress.com/smart/dict/dict.html) (p. 8,9,18)
35. Vertical and Horizontal Planning:
planning done by school community across grade levels and involving all facets of curriculum. (http://tea.state.tx.us/tsss/cast.pdf ) (p. 9,10)
36.  High expectations
believing students and faculty can attain greater than normal standards of learning. (http://encarta.msn.com/dictionary) (p.9,19)
37.  Equity in budget distribution

funds given out fairly to all programs. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 10)
38.  Inspire, motivate, and validate

to stimulate to action and establish the soundness of a program. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 10)
39.  Open communication

the exchange of ideas, thoughts, and information that is straightforward and direct. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 10)
40. CLOZE:
A cloze procedure is a "fill-in-the-blanks" activity where the learner uses clues from the context to supply words that have been deliberately removed from the text. A cloze procedure is a test of reading comprehension. Responses reveal both text comprehension and language mastery levels. Also known as: Fill in the blanks activity (LinguaLinks Library, Version 4.0, published on CD-ROM by SIL International, 1999.) (p. 12)
41. Summative Assessment:

is the attempt to summarize student learning at some point in time, say the end of a course. Most standardized tests are summative. They are not designed to provide the immediate, contextualized feedback useful for helping teacher and student during the learning process. High quality summative information can, of course, shape how teachers organize their courses or what schools offer their students (Examiner, Winter 1997-98) (p. 12)

42. Formative Assessment:

occurs when teachers feed information back to students in ways that enable the student to learn better, or when students can engage in a similar, self- reflective process. If the primary purpose of assessment is to support high-quality learning, then formative assessment ought to be understood as the most important assessment practice (Examiner, Winter, 1997-98). (p. 12)

43. Benchmark:
Statement that provides a description of student knowledge expected at specific grades, ages, or developmental levels. Benchmarks often are used in conjunction with standards. (http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/misc/glossary.htm ) (p. 12)
44. RPTE:
Reading Proficiency Tests in English (TEA) (p. 12)
21. Reading Proficiency Tests in English:

In Grades 3-12, a limited    

     English proficient (LEP) student, as defined by the Texas Education  

     Code, Chapter 29, Subchapter B, shall take the reading proficiency 
     tests in English annually until the student has achieved a rating of 
     advanced. A LEP student who has achieved a rating of advanced is 
     not eligible for a LEP exemption from the assessment of academic 
     skills or the alternative assessment of academic skills in 
     subsequent years. (TEA RULE Title 19 Part 2  Chapter 101 
     Subchapter AA §101.1001) (p. 12)
45. Oral Language Observation Protocol:

an assessment that designates appropriate teachers to observe and rate holistically a Limited English Proficient student’s English oral language proficiency. Results are used by TEA to meet federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) reporting requirements. (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/admin/obsprot/ra_manual.pdf) (p. 12)
46. Tejas LEE:
is based on scientific research concerning reading and was developed to provide an early Spanish reading instrument comparable to the Texas Primary Reading Inventory. The intent of the Tejas LEE is to capture significant skills and steps in the development of Spanish reading and comprehension development that can be used to plan individual and/or group reading instruction for early intervention and prevention of reading problems. The Tejas LEE is an assessment instrument that measures student reading skills and comprehension development in Spanish to help teachers plan and deliver targeted instruction. (TEA Texas Reading Initiative) (p. 13)
47. Oral Language Development:

development of English language learner’s oral language in regards to communicating effectively. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 13)
48. State Adopted Textbooks:
a book or system of instructional materials or a combination of a book and supplementary instructional materials that convey information to the student or otherwise contributes to the learning process that is reviewed and adopted by the state. (TEC 31.002, 3) (p. 14)
49. Supplementary Materials:
state approved materials that enrich and support the existing curriculum taking into consideration the varied interests, abilities and maturity levels of pupils served. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 14)
50. Positive Classroom Climate:
a classroom where students feel their opinions are valued, respected and solicited. Created with colorful and bright displays that help students feel unthreatened and motivated. (http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.4247f922ca8c9ecc8c2a9410d3108a0c/) (p. 14)
51. Heterogeneous Grouping for Instruction:
mixing of students of varying talents and needs in the same classroom. Advocates say it has positive effects on achievement, self-esteem, and greater acceptance of mainstream students. (http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.4247f922ca8c9ecc8c2a9410d3108a0c/ (p. 14)
52. Language Grouping for Instruction:
the grouping of English language learners according to their home language and same level of English proficiency. (http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.4247f922ca8c9ecc8c2a9410d3108a0c/ ) (p. 14)
53. Multi-age grouping for Instruction:
grouping students of different ages in the same classroom, rather than assigning them to age-graded classrooms. (http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.4247f922ca8c9ecc8c2a9410d3108a0c/ ) (p. 14)
54. Individual Tutoring:
tone-on-one approach to teaching or reteaching concepts. May be performed by teachers, peers(other students) or professional tutors. (http://glossary.plasmalink.com/glossary.html#digits) (p. 14)
55. Learning Centers:
instructional strategy in which groups of students rotate through various work stations in the classroom, each with different learning task or goal. (http://vote.learn.unc.edu/glossary/index.php?start=c) (p. 14)
56. Higher Order Thinking Skills:

a kind of thinking needed when the path to finding a solution is not specified, and yields multiple solutions. It requires mental effort involving interpretation, self-regulation, and the use of multiple criteria. (http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.4247f922ca8c9ecc8c2a9410d3108a0c/ ) (p. 14)
57. Literacy Development:
improving the ability to read and write by expanding or refining growth through instruction. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 14)

58.  L1

first language that a child brings to school. (http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/expert/glossary.html) (p.14,15,16,19,21,22)
59.  L2
second language that a child may be acquiring. (http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/expert/glossary.html) (p. 14,15,16,19,21,22)
60. SIOP:
Sheltered Instruction Observational Protocol (p. 14)
61. Sheltered Instructional Observation Protocol:
Sheltered instruction is a series of methods and techniques that teachers can use to help English language learners more easily understand and acquire English and content area knowledge and skills. 
Sheltered instruction is an approach for teaching content to English language learners in strategic ways that make the subject matter concepts comprehensible while promoting the students' English language development. It also may be referred to as SDAIE (specially designed academic instruction in English). Sheltering techniques are used increasingly in schools across the US, particularly as teachers prepare students to meet high academic standards. (http://www.siopinstitute.net/about.shtml) (p. 14)
38. Guided Reading:

a context in which a teacher supports each  

     reader's development of effective strategies for processing text at 
     increasing levels of difficulty. 
     (http://glossary.plasmalink.com/glossary.html) (p. 14)
62. Math Manipulatives:
any physical object(e.g. blocks, toothpicks, coins)  that can be used to represent or model a problem situation to develop a mathematical concept. (http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/misc/glossary.htm#standard)  (p. 14)
63. Discovery Science:
a form of teaching science in which the teacher takes an active part in organizing instructional activity so that students can be led to make discoveries on their own. (http://www.usc.edu/dept/education/science-edu/G-Ilist.html) (p. 14)
64.  "Hands on"
instructional activity in which students actively work with and manipulate materials and objects in order to study a concept or solve a problem. (http://vote.learn.unc.edu/glossary/index.php?start=h) (p. 14)
65. TPR:
Total Physical Response (http://earthrenewal.org/secondlang.htm ) (p. 14)
66. Total Physical Response: 
where students respond with actions, not words first. Instruction is concrete and can be introductory to reading/writing experiences (http://earthrenewal.org/secondlang.htm ) (p. 14)
67. Total Physical Response Strategies:
strategies that incorporate body motions rather than language output for learning. Allows for low anxiety learning, reducing the stress of producing language. (http://bogglesworld.com/glossary/totalphysicalresponsetpr.htm) (p. 14)
68. Multiple Intelligence Strategies:
a theory of intelligence developed by Howard Gardner that states "All human beings possess all nine intelligences in varying amounts." Teachers who use a multiple-intelligences approach strive to present subject matter in ways that allow students to use several intelligences. (http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.4247f922ca8c9ecc8c2a9410d3108a0c/) (p. 15)
69. Assessment Practices:
the customary way of evaluating a student’s knowledge or skills using oral or written form. (http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.4247f922ca8c9ecc8c2a9410d3108a0c/ )(p. 15)
70. Instruction is properly scoped, sequenced and articulated:

instruction follows the curriculum arrangement agreed upon by a school community and is clearly expressed to student. (http://ultralingua.net) (p. 15)
71. Cultural Activities:
the process or procedures intended to stimulate the learning of the shared attitudes, values, goals and practices that characterize a group of people. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 15)
72. Planned and practiced student presentations:

prepared performances by students for an audience that has been planned and rehearsed.(http://dictionary.reference.com)  (p. 15)
73. Inquiry strategies:
the inquiry approach is more focused on using and learning content as a means to develop information-processing and problem-solving skills. The system is more student-centered, where the teacher is a facilitator of learning. Inquiry classrooms are open systems where students are encouraged to search and make use of resources beyond the classroom and the school. Teachers who use inquiry can use technology to connect students appropriately with local and world communities that are rich sources of learning and learning materials.  (http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/concept2class/inquiry/index_sub1.html  (p. 15)
74. Problem Based Learning:
an approach to curriculum and teaching that involves students in solution of real-life problems rather than conventional study of terms and information. (http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.4247f922ca8c9ecc8c2a9410d3108a0c/) (p. 15)
75. Sustained Silent Reading:
a period of uninterrupted silent reading. Typically, the period lasts from fifteen to thirty minutes. (http://www.dowlingcentral.com/MrsD/area/literature/ssr.html ) (p. 15)
76. Sustained Writing:
a period of uninterrupted writing. Much like sustained silent reading, it typically lasts from fifteen to thirty minutes. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 15)
77. Drill and Practice:
applications of microcomputers that provide students with practice of skills and knowledge. (http://www.abacon.com/slavin/glossary/html#p)  (p. 16)
78. Resource Tool: (research, database)
something that is used for aid or support. (http://dictionary.reference.com ) (p. 16)
79. Instructional Supplement:
textual matter that is added to instructional material in order to extend or improve existing curriculum. (http://dictionary.reference.com)(p. 16)
80. Reward: (non-academic games)

an act performed to strengthen an approved behavior. (http://ultralingua.net) (p. 16)
81. Advisory Committees:

a committee whose function is advisory. Helps to develop an effective working relationship with school personnel, particularly the principal or designee. (http://www.yukonflats.net/policy/LSAC.htm#BP%208000)  (p. 17)
82. LPAC
language proficiency assessment committee put in place in order to ensure that English language learners are assessed appropriately. The LPAC committee complies with state requirements as they make assessment decisions and monitor ELL students' progress and needs (TEA) (p. 17)

83. Campus Improvement Plan:
a plan in which the principal of each school campus, with the assistance of the campus-level committee, develops, reviews and revises the campus improvement plan.  The purpose of this plan is to improve student performance on the state’s academic excellence indicators for all student populations, as well as improve performance on any other performance measures for special needs populations.  (TEC 11.251 (b, d). (p. 19)
84. Literacy Instruction:
activities that impart knowledge or skill in regards to reading and writing ability. (http://dictionary.reference.com )(p. 19)
85. Cultural & Self Esteem:

of or relating to the shared knowledge and values of a society. The feeling of pride in yourself. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 19)
86. Equal prestige of both languages:
the sameness and uniformity in which both English and a student’s home language are utilized for instruction. (http://dictionary.reference.com )(p. 19)
87. Program Design supported by all faculty:
when all members of a faculty adopt a program as part of their curriculum. (TEA)(p. 19)
88. Program Integrated in total school:
when an educational program becomes an accepted part of the school community. (TEA) (p. 19)
89. Responds to learning styles:
the ability to instruct with respect to the differing learning processes of all students. (http://lu.com/odlis/odlis_l.cfm) (p. 19)
90. Instruction is aligned with TEKS:
instruction adheres to the state mandated curriculum guidelines. (TEA) (p. 19)
91. TEKS:
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills. State mandated guidelines for curriculum instruction. (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum.html) (p. 19)
92. TAKS:
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills. State mandated test measuring the statewide curriculum. (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/assessment.html) (p. 19)
93. Program Exiting: (from bilingual education program)
 is when student’s participation in a bilingual education program is no longer necessary for achievement.  In order to determine this, the Texas Education Code stipulates the following:  1) tests administered at the end of each school year to determine the extent to which the student has developed oral and written language proficiency and specific language skills in both the student’s primary language and English; 2) an achievement score at or above the 40th percentile in the reading and language arts sections of an English standardized test approved by the Texas Education Agency; and 3) other indications of a student’s overall progress, including criterion-reference test scores, subjective teacher evaluation, and parental evaluation. (TEC 29.056) (p. 20)
94. Team Teaching:

A teaching method in which two or more teachers teach the same subjects or theme. For example, one teacher may be responsible for teaching number skills while another teacher focuses on geometry. The teachers may alternate teaching the entire group or divide the group into sections or classes that rotate between the teachers (http://www.schoolwisepress.com/smart/dict/dict.html ) (p. 22)
95. Spanish Literacy Integrated through content: 
student’s acquisition of the Spanish language is performed through existing curriculum and instruction. (http://dictionary.reference.com) (p. 22)
96. Multicultural Emphasis:
an emphasis on activities that help students understand and relate to cultural, ethnic, and other diversity. Intended to encourage people to work together and celebrate differences, not to be separated by them. (http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.4247f922ca8c9ecc8c2a9410d3108a0c/ )(p. 22)
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