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The Studies of Education Reform Program supported by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Research, conducted research to identify Exemplary Schooling Characteristics for Language Minority Students. The report, authored by Beverly McLeod, identified the following common characteristics of exemplary programs. 

Characteristics of Exemplary Programs 

for Limited English Proficient (LEP) Students
Inclusion

Whether in the majority or minority, LEP students are viewed as full participants in the academic and social life of the school. Through creative grouping processes, schools offer LEP students opportunities for specialized instruction geared to their particular needs combined with meaningful integration into all-English instructional environments. 

Enrichment

Students are engaged in intellectually enriching activities in both English and their native language. All students are expected to achieve high standards in English literacy and other academic areas. LEP students are not placed in remedial or basic skills Instructional classes. 

Flexibility

Schools implement innovative strategies to organize time and instructional resources. In response to the needs of the students, instructional staff design and implement more appropriate and complex programs of study. 

Coordination

Teachers of LEP and English proficient students coordinate both horizontally and vertically, meeting regularly to develop their programs collaboratively. Teachers of the same grade level or same academic subject are provided common planning times. 

Internal Impetus

The teachers, principal and parents are the driving force and key players in reforming the school's program and designing and implementing innovative curricular and instructional approaches. There is an atmosphere of inclusiveness, providing all students with an enriched academic program, responding flexibly to student characteristics and needs, and working with a high degree of coordination. 
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